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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Objections 

1 . Claim 7 is objected to because of the following informalities: Claim 7 is a 
duplicate of claim 4. They have the same exact limitations and are dependent of the 
same claim. Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1, 3, 5, 6, 1 1-13, 15-17, 19, 22-29, and 31-37 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over McDowell (US 5,073,054) in view of Ukita et 
al. (US PGPub 2001/0048428). 

As to claim 1 , McDowell discloses an electronic dictionary (abstract lines 1 
and 2) to fit in a credit card holder (dimensions are substantially similar to that of 
a credit card, column 2 lines 25-27), comprising: a flexible unitary housing 
configured to accommodate the flexing of a credit card holder (a semi-flexible 
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thin member is used, column 2 lines 24 and 25, preferably with a sturdy plastic 
out of Delrin or nylon, column 4 lines 52-54); a flexible display configured to 
display a plurality of words; and a flexible keyboard, the keyboard including keys 
corresponding to an alphabet (the whole body is flexible since it is one unitary 
body and if the body is flexible so is the keyboard and display of which is made 
from the body of the apparatus, column 1 lines 54-56 and column 2 lines 24-32). 

McDowell does not specifically disclose an electronic dictionary 
comprising a height with substantially the same dimension as a credit card width 
and a length with substantially the same dimension as a credit card length. Ukita 
teaches a mobile device for the use of a dictionary (paragraph [0008]) that has 
the dimensions close to that of a credit card (figure 3). 

Given the suggestion in Ukita that the exact dimensions of an electronic 
dictionary device are not critical to its operation, it would have been obvious to 
one of ordinary skill in the art to have modified the dimensions of the electronic 
dictionary taught by McDowell to be "substantially the same dimension as a 
credit card length and substantially the same dimension as a credit card width, 
for the reasons that (1 ) the credit-card size is convenient to store in a wallet or 
purse for easy portability and access, especially for travel, and (2) as stated in 
Powers-Kennedy Contracting Corporation et al. v. Concrete Mixing and 
Conveying Company; Concrete Mixing and Conveying Company V. R.C. Storrie 
and Company, 7 USPG 122 (1930), a mere change in proportion would involve 
no more than mechanical skill and would not amount to invention. 
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As to claims 2 and 14, McDowell discloses an electronic dictionary with 
the thickness of about a credit card. McDowell does not disclose specifically 
having a height to width ratio of 2.7:1 . Ukita teaches a mobile device for the use 
of a dictionary (paragraph [0008]) that has the dimensions close to that of a credit 
card (figure 3). 

Given the suggestion in Ukita that the exact dimensions of an electronic 
dictionary device are not critical to its operation, it would have been obvious to 
one of ordinary skill in the art to have modified the dimensions of the electronic 
dictionary taught by McDowell to be "substantially the same dimension as a 
credit card length and substantially the same dimension as a credit card width, 
for the reasons that (1) the credit-card size is convenient to store in a wallet or 
purse for easy portability and access, especially for travel, and (2) as stated in 
Powers-Kennedy Contracting Corporation et al. v. Concrete Mixing and 
Conveying Company; Concrete Mixing and Conveying Company V. R.C. Storrie 
and Company, 7 USPG 122 (1930), a mere change in proportion would involve 
no more than mechanical skill and would not amount to invention. 

As to claim 5, McDowell discloses an electronic dictionary wherein the 
flexible display is a liquid crystal display (column 2 lines 28-29). 
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As to claim 6, McDowell does not disclose specifically the use of 
chargeable spheres having at least two colors. Chargeable spheres having at 
least two colors is standard technology used with LCD displays. So that they are 
inherent in the LCD display taught by McDowell (column 2 lines 28-29). 

As to claim 13, McDowell discloses an electronic dictionary (abstract lines 
1 and 2) configured to fit in a credit card holder (dimensions are substantially 
similar to that of a credit card, column 2 lines 25-27), comprising: a flexible 
housing configured to accommodate the flexing of a credit card holder (a semi- 
flexible thin member is used, column 2 lines 24 and 25, preferably with a sturdy 
plastic out of Delrin or nylon, column 4 lines 52-54), the flexible housing having at 
least two dimensions that are substantially the same as that of a credit card 
(column 2 lines 25-27 and column 3 lines 44-46); a display configured to display 
a plurality of words (column 2 lines 24-32); and a keyboard configured to receive 
user letter entries (column 1 lines 54-56). 

As to claim 1 5, McDowell discloses the electronic dictionary wherein the 
electronic dictionary has a unitary housing and wherein the display is 
substantially coplanar with the unitary housing surface (figures 1 and 2). 

As to claim 16, McDowell discloses the electronic dictionary wherein the 
electronic dictionary flexes along both its length and height (a semi-flexible thin 
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member is used, column 2 lines 24 and 25, preferably with a sturdy plastic out of 
Delrin or nylon, column 4 lines 52-54; if the housing is made of flexible material, it 
will flex along any side). 

As to claim 19, McDowell does not specifically disclose displaying an 
image after an applied voltage is removed. It is inherent that in LCD technology 
applying a voltage does not allow light to pass through the transparent substrates 
and as voltage is decreased more light is passed through the substrates giving 
an appearance of different tones and thus creating an image. The voltage 
method is inherently taught by the LCD display taught by McDowell. 

As to claim 24, McDowell discloses the electronic dictionary wherein the 
electronic dictionary has a width substantially twice that of a credit card (a credit 
car is 3-4 inches in width and McDowell discloses the width being up to 7 inches 
(column 3 lines 44-46). 

As to claim 25, McDowell discloses the electronic dictionary wherein the 
keyboard is coplanar with a housing surface (figures 1 and 2). 

As to claim 27, McDowell discloses the electronic dictionary wherein the 
keyboard further comprises navigation keys (figure 4 # 48). 
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As to claim 28, McDowell discloses the electronic dictionary wherein the 
electronic dictionary has only six sides (since the housing is unitary there are 2 
length sides, 2 height sides, and 2 width side, figure 1 and 2). 

As to claim 3, McDowell does not specifically describe using tapered 
edges. Ukita teaches an electronic mobile dictionary (paragraph [0008] lines 1 -3) 
of which has tapered edges (figure 3). It would have been obvious to one having 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to have modified the 
electronic dictionary of McDowell with the tapered edges as disclosed by Ukita. 
Doing so would allow for easy entry of the dictionary into pockets, wallets, and 
such and also it would be safer than having sharp edges. 

As to claims 1 1 and 22, McDowell does not specifically disclose not 
including an entry key. Ukita teaches not using an entry key that is used for 
pressing enter after a word is typed and the user is ready for the dictionary to 
read it and search for its meaning, in fact the dictionary looks up the words 
automatically as the user presses the keys so that the user does not have to 
spell the word out and then press enter (paragraphs [0038]-[0040]). It would 
have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to have modified the electronic dictionary of McDowell with the no 
enter key method taught by Ukita. Doing so would allow the subject to narrow 
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down the matching and retrieval results saving time in typing and searching 
(paragraph [0036]). 

As to claims 12 and 23, McDowell discloses the use of abridged 
definitions (McDowell teaches that around 100,000 word entries are used. It is 
inherent that 100,000 word entries does not engulf the complete scale of word 
entries in a specific language like English therefore, the dictionary available to 
the method of McDowell would have to a an abridged version, meaning abridged 
definitions). 

McDowell does not specifically disclose presenting abridged definitions by 
the electronic dictionary as a user keys in letters. Ukita teaches not using an 
entry key that is used for pressing enter after a word is typed and the user is 
ready for the dictionary to read it and search for its meaning, in fact the dictionary 
looks up the words automatically as the user presses the keys so that the user 
does not have to spell the word out and then press enter (paragraphs [0038]- 
[0040]). 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to have modified the electronic dictionary of 
McDowell with the no enter key method taught by Ukita. Doing so would allow 
the subject to narrow down the matching and retrieval results saving time in 
typing and searching (paragraph [0036]). 
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As to claim 17, McDowell does not specifically disclose the electric 
dictionary having at least a first tapered adge to ease the insertion of the 
electronic dictionary into at least one of a holder, a wallet credit card slot, and a 
book. Ukita teaches an electronic mobile dictionary (paragraph [0008] lines 1-3) 
of which has tapered edges (figure 3). It would have been obvious to one having 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to have modified the 
electronic dictionary of McDowell with the tapered edges as disclosed by Ukita. 
Doing so would allow for easy entry of the dictionary into pockets, wallets, and 
such and also it would be safer than having sharp edges. 

As to claim 26, McDowell does not specifically disclose using a touch 
screen display. Ukita teaches using a touch-sensitive panel at the display that 
the user can make input operations through touch (paragraph [0047] lines 5-8). 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to have modified the electronic dictionary of 
McDowell with the touch screen of Ukita. Doing so would allow the user to 
facilitate the input operation process and not just rely on the keyboard so that if a 
key is broken the touch screen can be used. 

As to claim 29, McDowell discloses an electronic dictionary (abstract lines 
1 and 2) configured to fit in a credit card holder, comprising: a dictionary housing 
configured to be inserted into a credit card holder (dimensions are substantially 
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similar to that of a credit card, column 2 lines 25-27), the dictionary housing 
having: a length with substantially the same dimension as a credit card length; a 
height with substantially the same dimension as accredit card width (column 2 
lines 25-27 and column 3 lines 44-46); a display configured to display a plurality 
of words (column 2 lines 24-32). 

McDowell does not specifically disclose a program configured to look-up 
and present dictionary definitions as a user enters letters. Ukita teaches not 
using an entry key that is used for pressing enter after a word is typed and the 
user is ready for the dictionary to read it and search for its meaning, in fact the 
dictionary looks up the words automatically as the user presses the keys so that 
the user does not have to spell the word out and then press enter (paragraphs 
[0038]-[0040]). 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to have modified the electronic dictionary of 
McDowell with the no enter key method taught by Ukita. Doing so would allow 
the subject to narrow down the matching and retrieval results saving time in 
typing and searching (paragraph [0036]). 

As to claim 31, McDowell discloses the electronic dictionary wherein the 
display includes at least two lines (column 2 lines 29-32). 
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As to claim 32, McDowell does riot disclose specifically the use of 
chargeable spheres having at least two colors. Chargeable spheres having at 
least two colors is standard technology inherently used with LCD displays taught 
by McDowell. 

As to claim 33, McDowell discloses the electronic dictionary wherein the 
display is flexible (the whole body is flexible since it is one unitary body and if the 
body is flexible so is the display of which is made from the body of the apparatus, 
column 2 lines 24-32). 

As to claim 34, McDowell discloses the electronic dictionary wherein the 
housing is flexible (a semi-flexible thin member is used, column 2 lines 24 and 
25, preferably with a sturdy plastic out of Delrin or nylon, column 4 lines 52-54). 

As to claim 35, McDowell discloses the electronic dictionary wherein the 
housing is a unitary housing (figure 1 and 2). 

As to claim 36, McDowell does not specifically disclose that the credit card 
holder is a wallet credit card holder. It is inherent that the credit card size 
dictionary (column 2 lines 25-27) would be used to put in a credit card holder, 
which includes a wallet credit card holder. 
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As to claim 37, McDowell does not specifically disclose using abridged 
definitions. McDowell teaches that around 100,000 word entries are used. It is 
inherent that 100,000 word entries does not engulf the complete scale of word 
entries in a specific language like English therefore, the dictionary available to 
the method of McDowell would have to a an abridged version, meaning abridged 
definitions. 



3. Claims 4, 7, 8, 10, 18, and 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over McDowell (US 5,073,054) in view of Salomon (US PGPub 
2003/0174072). 

As to claims 4 and 7, McDowell does not specifically disclose the use of 
an organic light emitting diode display. Salomon teaches a method and system 
for a key-using device (abstract lines 1 and 2) for use in an electronic dictionary 
(paragraph [0006] lines 4 and 5). The method includes an organic light emitting 
diode display (paragraph [0008] lines 1 1 -1 3). 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to have modified the electronic dictionary of 
McDowell with the OLED display of Salomon. Using the OLED display allows for 
more flexibility and can be comparatively thinner, lighter, more durable, and less 
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expensive to produce than the traditional glass-based alternatives (paragraph 
[0034] lines 6-8). 

As to claim 8, McDowell does not specifically disclose the use of a display 
with a flexible substrate. Salomon teaches using an OLED with a flexible 
substrate (paragraph [0034] lines 1 -4). 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to have modified the electronic dictionary of 
McDowell with the OLED display of Salomon. Using the OLED display allows for 
more flexibility and can be comparatively thinner, lighter, more durable, and less 
expensive to produce than the traditional glass-based alternatives (paragraph 
[0034] lines 6-8). 

As to claim 10, McDowell does not specifically disclose glow in the dark 
keys. Salomon teaches using keys that include a light source and a transparent 
cover. 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to have modified the electronic dictionary of 
McDowell with the glow in the dark keys taught by Salomon. Doing so would 
have allow a user to see the keys of the electric dictionary in a dark environment. 
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As to claim 1 8, McDowell does not specifically disclose a glassless 
display. Salomon teaches using a clear plastic film for the display for the OLED 
display (paragraph [0034] lines 1-5). 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to have modified the electronic dictionary of 
McDowell with the plastic film for the OLED display of Salomon. Using plastic 
films allows for more flexibility and can be comparatively thinner, lighter, more 
durable, and less expensive to produce than the traditional glass-based 
alternatives (paragraph [0034] lines 6-8). 

As to claim 20, McDowell does not specifically disclose the use of a 
display with a flexible substrate. Salomon teaches using an OLED with a flexible 
substrate (paragraph [0034] lines 1-4). 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to have modified the electronic dictionary of 
McDowell with the OLED display of Salomon. Using the OLED display allows for 
more flexibility and can be comparatively thinner, lighter, more durable, and less 
expensive to produce than the traditional glass-based alternatives (paragraph 
[0034] lines 6-8). 
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4. Claim 38 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
McDowell (US 5,073,054) in view of Yao (US 6,424,984). 

As to claim 38, McDowell does not disclose specifically having the 
dimensions of about 8.5 cm by 5.4cm. Yao teaches having the dimension of 
"about" 8.5cm and 5.4cm (column 3 lines 25-27). It would have been obvious to 
one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to have 
modified the electronic dictionary of McDowell with the dimensions disclosed in 
Yao. Doing so would allow better for it to be used as a bookmark and placed in 
credit card holders. 

5. Claims 9, 21 , and 30 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over McDowell (US 5,073,054) in view of Infanti et al. (US 6,405,910). 

As to claims 9, 21 , and 30, McDowell does not disclose specifically using a 
removable clip with the dictionary. Infanti teaches the use of a removable clip for 
the use of handheld devices such as a PDA, of which have electronic dictionary 
capabilities (column 5 lines 60-65). 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to have modified the electronic dictionary of 
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McDowell with the removable clip taught by Infanti. Doing so would allow for the 
dictionary to be clipped on the pages of a book and also other areas preventing it 
from being easily lost. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication should be directed to Josiah 
Hernandez whose telephone number is 571-270-1646. The examiner can 
normally be reached from 7:30 pm to 5:00 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, David Hudspeth can be reached on (571) 272-7843. The 
fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free). 



Application/Control Number: 1 0/81 3,61 1 Page 1 7 

Art Unit: 2626 



JH 




